
PlanMaryland

A Statewide Plan for Smart 
and Sustainable Growth

Delaware-Maryland 
APA Conference

May 7, 2010



Maryland Fast Facts

23 Counties

157 municipalities

5th most densely developed state

Fast growing state

Richest state

95% in Chesapeake Bay Watershed

Strong county system

Presenter
Presentation Notes
157 municipalities (incl Balt city) of which 110 have p&Z authority; Strong county state—not as dominated by municipalities as some states 



Maryland Planning History - highlights

1933 First state planning commission

1959 State planning dept created

1969 State planning becomes a cabinet level agency

1974 Land use act gives more authority to State 
Planning 

1977 Creation of the MALPF

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1933 creation of the first state planning commission in the country to coordinate public works programs1959 State planning dept created  – oversight on water resources and first mention of state development plan1969 state planning becomes a cabinet level agency1974 land use act authorizes the secretary to designate areas of critical state concern and allows the dept to express views in local land use decisions1977 creation of the MALPF



Maryland Planning History - highlights

1984 Chesapeake Bay Critical Areas Act

1992 State Planning Act establishes 7 visions

1997 State Planning legislation establishes priority 
funding areas, the rural legacy program, 
incentives to clean up brownfields, live near 
your work incentives

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 Chesapeake Bay Critical Areas Act1992 State Planning Act economic growth, resource protection and planning act establishes 7 visions to be incorporated into local comp plans1997 smart growth and neighborhood conservation act establishes priority funding areas, the rural legacy program, incentives to clean up brownfields, live near your work incentives



Maryland Planning History - highlights

2006 WRE, MGE and PPA legislation

2007 Creation of the Task Force on future growth and 
development

2009 SGG legislation creates 12 visions, 
indicators, consistency, and 
APFO restrictions 



Planning Mission

Smart Growth

Sustainable Development

Economic Development

Resource Protection

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Support existing communities by targeting resources to support development in areas where infrastructure exists; Save our most valuable natural resources before they are forever lost; Save taxpayers from the high cost of building infrastructure to serve development that has spread far from our traditional population centers; and Provide Marylanders with a high quality of life, whether they choose to live in a rural community, suburb, small town, or city.Sustainable Development	Transportation Choices	Affordable Housing	Economic Competitiveness	Support Existing Communities and 	Neighborhoods	Coordinate and Leverage Policies and 	Investment	Value Natural, Cultural and Historic Resources



How Maryland Does Planning

Plan Review

Planning Assistance

Models and Guidelines

Education

Legislation

Funding

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Review Comp Plans for consistency with  state planning visionsPublish Models and Guidelines for things like TDRs, Overlay zones, Urban Growth Boundaries, Adequate Public Facilities, Writing Municipal Grwoth and Water Resources elements, 27 total M&GsCollect and provide data to local and state agencies on growth and developmentApprove funding in PFAs for roads, sewer and water and schoolsProvide planning assistance to locals and regionals



Planning for the Future

Targeted Growth in PFAs – GrowthPrint

Creative Funding/Financing

Greater Accountability

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Same Mission, More Tools



1973 Land Use/Land Cover

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Review Comp Plans for consistency with  state planning visionsPublish Models and Guidelines for things like TDRs, Overlay zones, Urban Growth Boundaries, Adequate Public Facilities, Writing Municipal Grwoth and Water Resources elements, 27 total M&GsCollect and provide data to local and state agencies on growth and developmentApprove funding in PFAs for roads, sewer and water and schoolsProvide planning assistance to locals and regionals



1973 Land Use/Land Cover2002 Land Use/Land Cover

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Review Comp Plans for consistency with  state planning visionsPublish Models and Guidelines for things like TDRs, Overlay zones, Urban Growth Boundaries, Adequate Public Facilities, Writing Municipal Grwoth and Water Resources elements, 27 total M&GsCollect and provide data to local and state agencies on growth and developmentApprove funding in PFAs for roads, sewer and water and schoolsProvide planning assistance to locals and regionals



2030 Land Use/Land Cover – Current Trends

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Review Comp Plans for consistency with  state planning visionsPublish Models and Guidelines for things like TDRs, Overlay zones, Urban Growth Boundaries, Adequate Public Facilities, Writing Municipal Grwoth and Water Resources elements, 27 total M&GsCollect and provide data to local and state agencies on growth and developmentApprove funding in PFAs for roads, sewer and water and schoolsProvide planning assistance to locals and regionals



2030 Land Use/Land Cover – Smart Growth Policies

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Review Comp Plans for consistency with  state planning visionsPublish Models and Guidelines for things like TDRs, Overlay zones, Urban Growth Boundaries, Adequate Public Facilities, Writing Municipal Grwoth and Water Resources elements, 27 total M&GsCollect and provide data to local and state agencies on growth and developmentApprove funding in PFAs for roads, sewer and water and schoolsProvide planning assistance to locals and regionals



Authority:

Annotated Code 

of Maryland

Provides that the       

Secretary of Planning 

prepare a State Development 

Plan containing recommendations for land 

use, major public works, circulation, and 

areas of critical state concern



What is PlanMaryland

Provides direction to
New Development

1,000,000 new residents
400,000 new homes
600,000 new jobs



What is PlanMaryland

Will Address Land, Economy and 
Energy needs through

Compact development
Economic development
Housing affordability
Resource protection
Energy conservation 
Greenhouse gas emissions reduction



What is PlanMaryland

Will Improve coordination

Among State agencies

Between State and Locals

Leverage Federal Resources



Why is PlanMaryland Needed?



1. To encourage sustainable development and 
protect quality of life.

It took three centuries to develop the 
first 650,000 acres of land in Maryland 
and only 30 years to develop the next 
650,000

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Total acreage of developed land in Maryland nearly doubled in the past three decades, resulting in large losses of farms and forests.  It took three centuries to develop the first 650,000 acres of land in Maryland and a mere 30 years to develop the next 650,000.   In 1973, 6,900 square feet of land were needed to support each person (for homes, jobs, schools, etc.). This increased to 10,400 square feet by 2002, a 50% increase. Marylanders live in larger homes on larger lots, shop in larger stores, and park in larger parking lots than ever before, but  the consequence is more time spent getting to those places, more public dollars needed to support that dispersion, more loss of natural resources, more pollution into the bay and fewer affordable housing options. 



2.  To develop land at a pace consistent with growth in 
population and housing.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since the late 1960s the nature of residential development (with an increasing share of homes built on large lots), combined with declining household size, has resulted in an increase in developed acres that far exceeds growth in either population or housing units.  Since 1950, developed acres for single-family residential units has increased by 455 percent, nearly twice the rate of increase for housing units (234%) and more than triple the growth in population (139%).



3.  To strengthen existing cities and communities and 
reduce tax burdens. 

Nearly 55,000 Maryland 
workers relocated to 
Pennsylvania since 1980, with 
many trading lower housing 
costs for longer commutes. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As a result of sprawl, it has become increasingly difficult to provide the necessary public and private investment to maintain the health of existing cities and communities.   Much of this sprawl is the result of intra-state migration, the movement of residents from one Maryland county to another, over the last 25 to 30 years.  The migration began in earnest from central cities to inner suburbs in the 1950s and 1960s, and from inner to outer suburbs in the 1970s.



4. To protect our farmland
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Presentation Notes
Despite Maryland’s role as a national leader in land preservation and more than 2 million acres of existing farm land, total farm land declined by over 500,000 acres between 1982 and 2007— or one fifth of the 1982 acreage.  The outward development patterns has led Maryland to have the sixth highest price for farmland in the nation, which magnifies the pressure on farmers to sell for development.



5. To preserve our natural, historic, and cultural 
resources.

DNR, 33%

Local Parks, 
11%

Federal 
Lands, 6%

Under 
Conservation 

Easement, 50%

Protected Lands

There are nearly 1.4 million acres of 
protected lands in Maryland including parks, 
agricultural easements, and historic 
preservation easements. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In rural areas where community water and wastewater systems are not available or planned, development relies on septic systems.  There were about 430,000 septic systems in Maryland in 2007, with thousands more being installed each year.  The drain fields for septic systems require houses to be built on larger lots, exacerbating the effects of suburban sprawl development. To make matters worse, traditional septic systems do not provide effective treatment for nitrogen, the pollutant most pivotal to the health of the Chesapeake Bay.



6. To reduce automobile dependency.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As a result of increasing population and continued sprawl development patterns, vehicle miles traveled is projected to increase by 28 percent between 2005 and 2020.  Although new Federal fuel efficiency standards will help, current patterns  will result in an increase in greenhouse gas emissions from mobile sources. high fuel prices, and the ongoing economic downturn.     



7. To increase access to transit, walking and biking.
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Nearly three-quarters of all 
workers in Maryland drive alone 
to work

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As population and jobs have become less geographically concentrated, providing transit services to Maryland residents has become increasingly challenging.  Nearly three-quarters of all work trips in Maryland take place by private automobile. And, though there are transit services available to many (almost 80 percent of the state’s population live within a 10 minute drive of a commuter service such as the Maryland Transit Administration’s MARC and commuter bus services), development patterns make it difficult to take transit to non-work destinations, such as shopping and recreation.



8. To concentrate jobs in existing cities and 
communities, strengthening economic development.

The movement of jobs outside urban 
communities and close in suburban areas is 
contributing to the decline of existing older 
commercial areas 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Maryland’s economy continues to be strong, but along with trends in housing, employment locations are becoming increasingly dispersed. This is important from a land use perspective because it means that employees often must drive or move to more far flung suburban or even rural locations to access their jobs.



9. To increase housing affordability.
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The percent of home sales in Maryland that were affordable to 
the State’s teachers declined from 41 to 26 percent between 2002 
and 2008



10. To minimize residential land consumption outside of 
existing communities.
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Presentation Notes
Despite state programs to reverse them, sprawling land use trends have continued in Maryland. Programs over the last several decades were designed to protect farms and forests, to limit development along the shoreline of the Chesapeake and its tidal tributaries, and to constrain growth generally within the boundaries of existing settlements. Priority Funding Areas (PFAs) were created in 1997 to encourage development in and around existing towns and cities by concentrating public investment for new infrastructure such as roads and schools in those areas.  In spite of that, since 1990, 75% of statewide acres associated with residential development have been outside of PFAs



Process for Completing PlanMaryland

Outreach across regions and Interests

Transparent

Collaborative



Outreach - Public Participation

Stakeholder interviews

Stakeholder meetings

Public Forums

Internet surveys



Plan Timeline – late 2009 to early 2011

Public Forums

Develop draft Issues, Opportunities, Goals, Vision

Prepare Preliminary draft Plan

Prepare Final draft Plan



PlanMaryland Forums

March 9     Carroll Community College
March 18   Coppin State University
March 24   UMD Universities at Shady Grove
April 8        College of Southern Maryland
April 14      Community College of Baltimore County, Essex
April 21      Anne Arundel Community College
May 6          Salisbury University
May 12 Chesapeake College
May 19      Frostburg State University
May 26 Cecil College
June 3 Bowie State University, Prince Georges County
June 9 Hood College, Frederick County
June 16 Washington College



PlanMaryland

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Visit Plan.Maryland.gov 

http://plan.maryland.gov/�
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